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EMILY FARVE 
WILLIAM RUDOLF 


The engagement of Miss Emily Favre to Mr. William Rudolf 
of Pensacola, Florida and Liverpool, England is announced, 
the wedding to be at Home Place in September. 

After the ceremony the couple will leave for Europe, 
where they will travel to Egypt, and will be absent until 
February next. While in England they will be entertained by 
Mr. Rudolf‘'s relatives. 


Pascagoula Democrat Star 
Jul 22, 1898 
Page 3, col. 6 


The marriage of Miss Emily Favre to Mr. William Rudolf 
of Liverpool, England will take place on Sept. 20 at the home 
of the bride's parents, Mr. and Mrs. J. A. Favre, "Home 
Place", Pearlington, Miss. Immediately after the ceremony 
the couple will be at Pensacola, Florida when in America but 
about half the time they will reside in England. 


Aug. 26, 1898 
Page 2, col. 6 


Pearlington - Sept. 20. A notable wedding occurred here 
to-day at the residence of Capt. J.A. Favre, Rev. W. G. 
Forsythe officiating. The contracting parties were Mr. 
William Rudolf of Liverpool, England, and Miss Emily Favre of 
this place. The home place was tastefully decorated and 
presented a lovely appearance. Mr. and Mrs. Rudolf leave to- 
night for New York and then to England where they will remain 
for some time. 

Sept. 23, 1898 
Page 3, col. 6 
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St. Louis Cathedral 
615 Pere Antoine Alley 
Nef Orleans, Douisians 70115 


Chis is tu Certify 


That SIMON FABRE 
Child of. Carlos Fabre 
and_ Angela Cristiana Ladenaire 


Born in New Orleans 


on the s-57 day of eee ESE 


i < 

ae . Baptized we 

on the 6th day ofS Marche 
According to the Rite of the Boman Catholic Church 

by the Beo._Joseph Valdes 


Pedro Mondio 
the Sponsors being 
Maria Piers Lafontin 


A tene extrart from the Baptismal Register af this Church 
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CATHEDRAL OF St. Louis KING OF FRANCE” 


A MINOR GASILIGA — ESTABLISHED AS A PARISH IN 1720 


615 PERE ANTOINE ALLEY, NEW ORLEANS, LA, 70116 


EXTRACT FROM MARRIAGE REGISTER ST, LOUIS CATHEDRAL ARCHIVES 


NO. 539 

DON SIMON FAVRE 
and WILIZ, with 
DONA ZELESTE ROCHON 


and FIEVRE 


On this twenty-fifth day of March of this year of 
eighteen hundred and one: I, Fr. Antonio de Se- 
della, Religious Capuchin, Cure of this Holy Ca- 
thedral Church of the City of New Orleans, having 
proceeded with the ordinary formalities and a Dis- 
pensation obtained from the Illustrious Senor of th 
Diocese for the three Canonical Banns, with no im- 
pediment resulting, joined with the prayers, the 
veiling to take place at a more opportune time, ac- 
cording to the mandate of the Holy Mother Church, 
Don SIMON FAVRE, Interpreter for the Indies, for 
His Christian Majesty in this City, a native of the 
Post of Mobile, legitimate son of Don JUAN FAVRE 
and of Dona MARGARITA WILTZ, with Dona ZELESTE RO- 
CHON, a native of the same Post of Mobile, legiti- 
mate daughter of Don AGUSTIN ROCHON and of Dona 
LUISA FIEVRE, and having given their mutual consent 
by word of mouth, were examined of the Christian 
Doctrine, confessed and received Communion, in the 
presence of these witnesses, Don EUGENIO CHASTAN an 
Don NARCISO BROUTIN, and in faith I have signed 

/s/ Fr. Antonio de Sedella 


This is a certified direct translation of the original entry of St. Louis 


Cathedral Archives. 


Book of Marriages 2 (1784- 1806) d Uabsege 136 Act 539 


Rev. Vincent abvegeeo O.M.I. 
“Gece 


ex D. seri 
Archivist 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF NEW ORLEANS z 
ARCHIVES 
. SEX ARO 


NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA 70116 


‘“1100 Chartres Street 


Chancellor: Rev. Monsignor Earl C. Woods 
Archivist: Sister Marguerite Brou, 0.P. 
Director: Miss Claire E. O'Donnell 5 July 1979 


EXTRACT FROM BAPTISMAL REGISTER ST. LOUIS CATHEDRAL 


NO. 389 

JUAN FAVRE, WILTZ This twenty-second day of April of this year of 
eighteen hundred and four, I, Fr. Antonio de Se- 

ROCHON and FIEVRE della, Relivious Capuchin, Cure of this Parochial 


Church of St. Louis of New Orleans, baptized with 
the pure and Holy Oils, a boy who was born on the 
second of August of the year eighteen hundred and 
two, legitimate son of Don SIMON FAVRE, Interpreter 
with the Indians of this Capital, for his Catholic 
Majesty, a native of this City, and of Dona CELESTE 
ROCHON, a native of Mobile, and presently residing 
in this City. The paternal grandparents being Don 
JUAN FAVRE and Dona MARGARITA WILTZ, and the ma~- 
ternal grandparents Don AGUSTIN ROCHON and Dona 
LUISA FIEVRE, and having exercised the Holy Cere- 
monies with the prayers, have given him the name 
JUAN. And for godparents Don AGUSTIN ROCHON, uncle 
of the newly baptized represented by Don PEDRO 
CARABY and Dona MARIA LUISA CARABY, who have been 
advised of their spiritual relationship and in faith 
I have signed 

/s/ Fr. Antonio de Sedella 


7) 


This is a certified direct translation of the original entry of St. Louis Cathedral 
Baptismal Register. 
Book of Baptisms 4 (1802-1806) Page 50b Act 389 


ae om ae 


Rev. Msgr. Earl C. creer teed, 


ees ellor owe 
Alice D. AN 


Archivist 
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CATHEDRAL OF ST. LOUIS KING OF FRANCE 


A MINOR SASILICA — ESTABLISHED AS A PARISH IN 1720 


61S PERE ANTOINE ALLEY, NEW ORLEANS, LA. 70116 


9 December 1977 TELEPHONE 525-9585 


EXTRACT FROM BAPTISMAL REGISTER ST. LOUIS CATHEDRAL ARCHIVES 


NO. 250 
ELISABETH ROSA 
FABRE 

and 


CUNA, Indian 


On this first day of April of this year of 
eighteen hundred and sixteen, I, the under- 
signed assistant Cure of this Church parish 
of St. Louis of New Orleans, baptized with the 
pure and Holy Oils, an adult Indian, born the 
tenth or twelfth of August of eighteen hundred 
and five, natural daughter of ALEXIS FABRE a 
native of Pearl River, and of CUNA, an Indian, 
and having exercised the Holy Ceremonies with 
the prayers, have given her the name ELISABETH. 
Standing as godparents LAURENTIO MONTINARY and 
ROSA FAISEAU, who have been advised of their 
spiritual relationship and in evidence I have 
signed _ 

/s/ P. Koune 


This is a certified direct translation of the original entry of St. Louis 


Cathedral Archives, 


Book of Baptisms 8 (1815-1818) fe Page 43b Act 250 


Bok Radyo 
Pa oP ees eS 


x fe ; wor oa 


fs) cate 2 
Rev. “Vincent Verderame, O.M.I. 
ieee 
Vin D. a ( 
Archivist 


ey ad 
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CATHEDRAL OF ST. LoulS KING OF FRANCES 


A MINOR BASILICA — ESTABLISHED AS A PARISH IN 31720 


61S PERE ANTOINE ALLEY, NEW ORLEANS, LA. 70116 


“Qevate pepices ee 9 December 1977 Te 


EXTRACT FROM BAPTISMAL REGISTER ST. LOUIS CATHEDRAL ARCHIVES 


MARIE ROSE In this year of seventeen hundred and sixty-nine 


and the nineteenth of August, I the undersigned 
FABRE Apostolic Capuchin Missionary priest, and Vicar 
of New Orleans, baptized MARIE ROSE born of the 
and legitimate marriage of CLAUDE FAVRE and of MAR- 
GUERITE WILTZ. The godfather being ETIENNE ARLU 
WILTZ and the godmother MARIE LA COSTE, and in faith I 


have signed the above day and year as given 
/s/ F. Ferdinand 
/s/ Arlu 


This is a certified direct translation of the original entry of St. Louis 
Cathedral Archives. 


Book of Baptisms VI (1767-1771) . Page 56 


eo 
Rev. Vincent Verdérame, O.M.I1. 
Pasto 


AF 


Alice D. Forsyth 
Archivist 
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2 
GATHEDRAL OF ST. Louis KING OF FRANCE a : 
A MINOR BASILICA — ESTAALISHED AS A PARISM IN 1720 
615 PERE ANTOINE ALLEY, NEW ORLEANS, LA. 70116 
'29 November 1977 TELEPHONE 525-9585 — 
EXTRACT FROM BAPTISMAL REGISTER ST. LOUIS CATHEDRAL ARCHIVES 
NO. 708 
SIMON FAVRE On this eighteenth day of February of this year 
of eighteen hundred: I, Fr. Antonio de Sedella, 
WILZ and Religious Capuchin, Cure of this Holy Cathedral 
; Church of New Orleans, baptized with the pure and 
OSTEIN Holy Oils, a small boy, who was born on the fifth 
of this present month, son of SIMON FAVRE, native 
Natural child of this City, and of ROSALIA OSTEIN, native of Tom- 


bemberg District of Mobile, and presently residents 
of this City. The paternal grandparents being JUAN 
FAVRE and MARGARITA WILZ, and the names of the ma- 
ternal grandparents being unknown. And having 
exercised the Holy Ceremonies with the prayers, have 
given him the saintly name of SIMON. Standing for 
godparents being Don FRANCISCO FONTANILLA and Dona 
ZELESTE GRAVELLE who have been advised of their 
spiritual relationship, and in faith I have signed 
/s/ Fr. Antonio de Sedella 


{ 
This is a certified direct translation of the original entry of St. Louis 
Cathedral Archives, 


Book of Baptisms 3 (7196-1802) ' Page 108 Act 708 
CU abrepug O.M.I. 
Pastor 


Alice D. Forsyth 
Archivist 


1104 
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A. C. RAY 
A sad visit to Scranton: 


During Christmas week Mr. Geiger, of the Portevent-Farve 
Mills, Pearlington, and his daughter, Mrs. A. C. Ray, with 
Mr. Edgar Ray of the same place, and Mr. George Ray of Maxton 
North Carolina, brothers of the late A. C. Ray, who died here 
of the prevailing fever during the recent epidemic, were the 
guests of Mrs. J. C. Laurendine, on Laurel Street. They 
visited the Pascagoula Cemetery where their loved one reposes 
and met during their stay, several of the kind sympathetic 
families who assisted the Laurendine family in nursing and 
caring for their dear husband and brother, dependent on 
strangers entirely for these last attentions. 

The last visit to the grave was one of the saddest 
the writer has ever witnessed and their choking sobs were 
enough to melt the hardest heart. 

They have concluded to let him remain in his present 
resting place. They are so well pleased with it and its 
proximity to the Gulf and will in a short time, erect a very 
tasteful monument to the heroic man who died so bravely at 
his post of duty. 

The bereaved relatives were fond and earnest in their 
thanks to all who extended kindness and sympathy especially 
Rev. L. N. Brock and C. J. Broders and kind Father Faget, who 
ministered so faithfully to him and prayed so earnestly for 
his recovery; also to his faithful physicians Drs. Murray, 
Teuten and Kell, also his kind Masonic brothers and lastly 
the Laurendine family who were indefatigable in their care 
and kindness. Scranton, Miss. 


Democrat Star 
Dec. 31, 1897 
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(> 34) ok : oes : ane 
; Leonard Lemy Farve. Sr., 68, 68, -of 
' . Gretna, La., died Saturday, June’ 22, 
1996, in Gretna, La. aera: 


‘a.m: fis, step-mother, Alberta 
ai ee brothers, Andrew Nel:!: 
Ww ard Nelson and Ola Nelson;' 
ere : sisters, Frances LaFontaine,! 
% ve ar efiton and Victoria Nelson., j 
sag ors include his . wife 
 <¢ SAngelinajTrosclair Farve of Gretna;’ 
~~ son, Legnard Farve Jr. of Marrero. 
5 & & La} three daughters, Tisa Brandon 
yess o3 Marrero, Darlene Farve ‘o 
5 © Westwego, La., and Betty Ru 
2 fq Farve of Baton Rouge; six brothers, 
C en Leroy Harve, Hilton Farve and Fred 
: om Farve, all of Marrero, Warren Farvé: 
ies of Avondale, La., Gerald Farve of 


Poyadgou and ‘Ceriidne. Laan 
both af Slidell, Carol Liendecker’ 0! 
Baton}Rouge, Carrie LaFontaine’ 
Gulfport and Samantha Bergeron at 
Bay St. Louis; and Six a arecrte 

Visitation will be after 7 tonight at 


“sanesoutp 
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Bay Saint Louis, Mississippi 


COMING EVENTS AT 
LOBRANO HOUSE 


The June luncheon meet- 
ing will be held on Thursday, 
June 17, 2010, at noon at the 
Kate Lobrano House. Guest 
speaker will be Tim Kellar, 
Chancery Clerk of Hancock 
County. Reservations are re- 
quired and may be made by 
calling 467-4090. Please call dy 
noon on Wednesday, June 16, 
to make your reservation, to 
help us plan seating which 1s 
limited to forty-five people, and 
to apprise us of the number for 
whom to prepare. The price of 
the lunch is $10.00. 


ANNUAL CEMETERY 
TOUR 


Even though October is still 
several months away, it’s not too 
early to begin thinking about and 
planning the Hancock County His- 
torical Society Annual Cemetery 
Tour. It will be held on Halloween 


night, Sunday, October 31, 2010, at 
Cedar Rest Cemetery on Second 
Sireet. We will need volunteers to 
help prepare the cemetery for the 
tour (mark the path, etc.), to portray 
citizens buried there, to act as 
guides, and to serve at the Lobrano 


House. (PLEASE NOTE THAT 
LAST MONTH’S HISTORIAN | 
GAVE AN INCORRECT DATE.) 


OF HANCOCK COUNTY 


June 2010 


The signature of Simon Favre as it appears on the document for the exchange of 
slaves from him to Rebecca Austin dated May 24, 1801 


Lawrence County 
Archives—Simon Favre 


By 
Russell Guerin 


Tales, legends, and anec- 
dotes of significant historical fig- 
ures abound in American history, 
and accounts of Simon Favre, the 
celebrated interpreter to the 
Choctaws for the French, British, 
Spanish, and the Americans, are 
also abundant. Because informa- 
tion about early Hancock County 
history has been hard to come by, 
primarily as a result of the burn- 
ing of the courthouse at Gaines- 
ville in 1853, we glean informa- 


tion from many sources and are 
pleased to find written, docu- 
mented history. 

After several years of ar- 
duous research into the history of 
Hancock County's most interest- 
ing pioneer by my confederate, 
Dr. Marco Giardino, a bit of luck 
dropped a cache of papers into my 
lap. They came from a com- 
pletely unsuspected source— 
Lawrence County, MS. It is evi- 
dent that they are copies borrowed 
from New Orleans and Hancock 
County, sometimes running to- 
gether even though written years 
apart. The 
mystery is why were they housed 
there? 
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Pascagoula Public Library 


Favre Family 


I had learned of these pa- 
pers during a casual conversation 
with Jerry Heitzman, the prime 
researcher of Favre genealogy to 
date. However, before I ventured 
to Monticello, the county seat of 
Lawrence County, I called to as- 
certain that there was such a file. 
A most helpful lady checked and 
assured me that it was so, and after 
a little conversation, she gener- 
ously offered to mail me copies. 
The papers are welcome additions 
to the total picture of Simon Favre, 
but they also introduce questions 
with no evident answers. 

About the same time, Dr. 
Giardino and I became aware of 
The Louisiana Slave Database, 
2719—2820, by Dr. Gwendolyn 
Midlo Hall. Her in-depth study 
makes it possible to explain and 
understand some of the revelations 
of the Lawrence County papers. 
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The Louisiana records of sales of 
slaves by Simon Favre during later 
life and of those sold by his estate, 
apparently tn slave auctions, prove 
invaluable as there was no previ- 
ous record of such sales. 

The major addition to the 
knowledge of Simon Favre comes 
in the inclusion of an unknown 
plantation, the name of which is 
illegible but appears to be 
“Storpem,” and a list of fifty-seven 
slaves not mentioned in his will. It 
may be that he had just bought the 
plantation and slaves shortly be- 
fore he died as it is not likely that 
he would have ignored values like 
these in making his will. 


The Will 
Certainly among the most 


important documents in the Law- 
rence County collection is the will 


RELATED DOCUMENTS 


The more important Lawrence County documents include the following: 


English translations of the will, dated May 13, 1312. 


A second translation of the will with 
New Orleans July 20, 1313. 
The French will 


eover memo by Judge James Pitot, dated at 


A marriage certificate, signed by Father Antonio Sedella in New Orleans 
A copy of records from Hancock County, certified by Roderick Seal, dated De- 
cember 30, 1344, including an mventory of personal property. 


An appraisers’ report dated June 15, 


which included lands. 


1314, referred to as “Second Inventory,” 


INDEX OF DATES RELATED TO THE DOCUMENTS 


Feb. 5, 1800—Simon Favre’s son by Rebecca Austin is bom. 
Mar. 24, 1801—slave exchange between Simon and Rebecca 
Mar, 25, 1801—masriage of Simon Favre and Celeste Rochon 
Aug, 2, 1802—first child born to Simon and Celeste 


April 1812—likely purchase of plantation 
May 18, 1812—Simon’s will 
July 3, 1813—death of Simon Favre 


June 15, 1814—inventory of personal property 


Oct. 5, 1814—second inventory 


c¢. 1320—marriage of the Widow Favre to Isaac Graves 


Nov. 1327—final decree of the estate 
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of Simon Favre in the form of cop- 
ies of the original French and two 
English translations. While a copy 
of the will was known before, 
these documents appear in some 
ways to be more precise. 

The lands listed in the will 
total 5600 arpents. [An arpent is 
an old French unit of land area 
equal to about 0.85 of an acre.] 
Included were lands given to him 
by the Indians on the river Tombe- 
chbee (Tombigbee). Among 
these were a total of 2400 arpents 
from his father, who had obtained 
1600 through an English grant, 
1200 from the English govern- 
ment, 800 from the Spanish gov- 
emment, and 1200 more that he 
had apparently bought himself. 

Noteworthy about the will 
is the absence of a list and valua- 
tion of the decedent’s slaves. In- 
clusion is customary for wills of 
the period for reasons that their 
value normally exceeds other as- 
sets. For this reason, they often 
are listed first, before cattle, land, 
and other valuables. 

After his death, an ap- 
praisal for his estate listed fifty- 
seven slaves valued at $14,695, a 
very substantial asset not to have 
been mentioned in the will, The 
question arises: Why were the 
slaves not included in the will? 


Inventory and Appraisement of 
Assets 


It seems clear that Favre 
died in Hancock County, but docu- 
ments essential to the distribution 
of his estate had been filed in New 
Orleans, as well as in his home 
state, probably with his attorney, 
Rutilius Pray of Pearlington, MS. 

New information revealed 


in the Lawrence County papers is 
to be found primarily in the docu- 
ments dated June 15 and October 
5, 1814, the two inventories of 
personal property. The first is the 
summary of the appraisement of 
the inventory, and for the first 
time, there is an inclusion of 
slaves as having been owned by 
Simon Favre. It is signed by Jo- 
seph Chalon, Mathurin Babin, 
John Williams, and Noel Jourdan, 
all important figures tn Hancock 
County. 

Called the “Inventory of 
Personal Property,” it begins with 
a list by name and age of the fifty- 
seven slaves. Next came the cat- 
tle, the horses, saddles, a thirty-ton 
schooner, etc., for a grand total of 
the personal estate of $20,326. 

Mention is made that the 
real estate had been eliminated 
from the appraisal “because the 
greater part of it...is at a great dis- 
tance from this place” and that the 
appraisers have no knowledge of 
the worth of the parcels. Possibly 
these parcels could refer to the 
lands in and near Mobile. In addi- 
tion the sale of the property could 
not be made without an order from 
the legislature. 


The 9th Parcel—a Plantation 
New to Favre History 


The next document of im- 
portance is the “Second Inven- 
tory,” dated October 5, 1814. It 
was completed at the Pearlington 
plantation of Celeste Rochon, 
widow of Simon Favre, and ap- 
pointed the same appraisers as 
above, adding one, Louis Geuses 
[Gause?]. Various assets were 
listed, beginning with “2 pair of 
Broken Oxen” at $60 and continu- 


Page 3 


ing through pots and kitchen furni- 
ture at $10. Following these were 
then listed lands, to which a 9th 
parcel was added to the previously 
known pieces. The lands ranged 
from 800 to 1200 arpents and were 
valued from $200 to $300 each 
with the exception of the last, the 
Sth, measuring 800 arpents. With 
its improvements it was valued at 
$500. As stated above, the name 
of the latter parcel is illegible, but 
appears to be “Storepem.” 

The total number of arp ents 
was 6,200, and the total value was 
listed at $2,410. This “Second In- 
ventory” was signed by Mathurin 
Babin and Noel Jourdan, who had 
signed the first “Inventory of Per- 
sonal Property,” and J. Baptiste 
Daube. 

Jourdan acknowledged a 
mistake in the first appraisement in 
that it included 450 head of cattle, 
whereas it should have been 225 
because the other 225 belonged to 
the children. 

The location of the planta- 
tion referred to in the estate inven- 
tory as the 9th parcel has not been 
established with certainty, but it 
might also have been known as 
Hickory Camp Creek, just down 
the Pearl River from Napoleon. 
Whatever its name, it could be that 
it was purchased just before Favre 
wrote his will (May 18, 1812) and 
conceivably transfer had not been 
finalized When he died, there 
may still have been no completed 
deed. 

United States Public Land 
No. 322 shows “Hickory Camp 
Creek” as having been originally 
settled in April 1812 with the 
original and present claimant (as 
of November 1819) said to be John 
Bte. Favre. The date of settlement 
was within one month of Favre's 
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writing of his will. Simon’s old- 
est son, named Jean Baptiste, 
would have been only age ten at 
the time, so it may have been 
Simon's brother, Baptiste Favre, 
who took possession perhaps as a 
family representative. It is possi- 
ble that this in some way ties in 
with the October 24 sale. 

Later, in the 1829 Tax 
Rolls of Hancock County, Jean 
Baptiste Favre is still carried as 
owner in referring to a parcel of 
640 acres as “Hickory Camp.” 
This is possibly the 640 acre tract 
shown in later maps as being 
owned by “representatives” of 
Simon Favre. It is located just 
south (down river) from Napo- 
leon. [Mote the map on p. 4.] 

\ ks t oe, igs Following a signature of 
Q cae were fre a2 Dee f Noel Jourdan on a document dated 
if tad os cto Srasite a mas July 5, 1814, there is another docu- 
‘ ment with an uncertain date. Men- 
tioning only “the Sth of the present 
month,” it is a petition by the much 
honsred Rutilius Pray, attorney for 
the widow Favre, asking the court of 
Hancock County to allow the sale of 
some assets to include a schooner, 
several slaves, 160 cows, and 30 
mares and young horses. The peti- 
tion continued, suggesting that the 
judge “wall please to order the adver- 
tisement of the above mentioned arti- 
cles...” It is interesting to note that 
Celeste did not sell all that she had 
asked to sell In point of fact, the 
slave Ben (age 50) was sold for $405 
separately from his family. 


LPT 


~ 


\, Be 
ee oe 
y \* 


Order to Pay Legacy—1824 


From this point, the docu- 
ments skip from 1814 to ten years 
later. Following the October 
1814 document, papers are run 


This map with the Pearl River on the left shows two tracts of land owned by together continuously as though 
Simon Favre. The upper parcel, located downriver from Napoleon, is probably part ofone document. The next is 
the one referred to in the “Second Inventory” as the an “Order to pay legacy,” dated 
“Oth Parcel.” 
4of 11 9/6/2013 10:10 AM 
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August 14, 1824. Itis at this point 
that it becomes apparent that the 
above actions were being re- 
viewed for a civil action with cop- 
ied documents involving a 
younger Simon Favre, son of Re- 
becca Austin, with whom Favre 
had a relationship before his mar- 
riage to Celeste Rochon. 

The later document is a 
restatement of that part of Favre's 
will which lef to his son $1500 
“to be paid out of the proceeds of 
the estate...at such time as he shall 
arrive at the age of majority” and 
that “he has arrived at the age 
aforementioned.” On the date 
above the younger Simon had 
come of age and swore that he had 
not received any part of the 
amount promised. 

At a time unknown, the 
widow Favre had married Isaac 
Graves. Subsequently, at the Feb- 
ruary 1825 session of the court, on 
a motion by Rutilius Pray for 
Isaac Graves and his wife Celeste 
Favre, the above decree was set 
aside. The reason, in part, was 
that the estate's costs had not been 
settled according to Isaac and 
Celeste Graves. In addition there 
was a complication introduced in 
that young Simon had assigned his 
benefits to one Jesse Depew, a cir- 
cumstance which had not been 
disclosed to Celeste. She and 
Graves, therefore, filed suit 
against Depew. At this point, they 
also filed for a partition of real 
estate consisting of a parcel at the 
lower end of Pearlington, measur- 
ing forty by forty arpents, 
“agreeable to a plan made by 
Elihu Carver. This, together with 
the next petition, may have been a 
maneuver to separate lands that 
might have been attached to 
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Favre Family 


Simon Austin or his assigns. 

On July 12, 1826, Graves 
toade a “petition for dower.” This 
was a request that the “tract of land 
at Pearlington” be considered sepa- 
rate from the lands belonging to the 
other heirs. On May 2, 1826, Isaac 
and Celeste signed a statement 
reading, “The accounts of the testa- 
mentary executors of Simon Favre 
will be reported to the next term of 
the County and Probate Court of 
the County of Hancock.” 


Credits and Debits—1826 


It was then that a final 
statement of the executors of the 
estate of Simon Favre was pre- 
sented by Rutilius Pray. Submitted 
to the court for its October 1826 
term, it was headed “Exposition” 
and divided into parts A,B, and C. 

Part A was a valuation of 
what was perceived to be the worth 
or assets including slaves, cattle, 
horses, a schooner, and lands. The 
total comes to $20,575. 

Next came what appears to 
have been July 25, 1814, “sales” of 
some of the same items, but also an 
Octeber 24 sale for $1000 of 
“Plantation Storepem.” [Editor's 
note: the name is still uncertain. j 
There is nothing to indicate who 
the buyer was. 

The total sales including 
cattle, horses, slaves, and the plan- 
tation came to $26,956, the largest 
being that of slaves, amounting to 
$21,870. 

Part B of the Exposition 
lists substantial debts. This also is 
at variance with the will, which 
appears to treat debts lightly. In 
contrast, the Exposition is more 
explicit, listing nine for a total of 
$32,885.991/4. The largest was 
$15,932, perhaps final payment for 
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slaves. 

One item that stands out in 
the above figures is that the Mis- 
sissippi estimate, made by landed 
neighbors and ranking officials, 
was far lower than the actual sale 
value. This is even more remark- 
able when considering that the es- 
timate was for fifty-six slaves, 
whereas the sale was far fewer. It 
is evident that the market in New 
Orleans was stronger than that of 
Hancock County and that an auc- 
tion commanded higher prices 
than individual sales. The execu- 
tors were wise to take to market in 
New Orleans what the widow 
Favre called “articles.” 

Part C again recites the re- 
ceipts from sales, adding $1,500 
for four hundred arpents in Mobile 
and lesser amounts for two small 
sites, and then claims disburse- 
ments of the $32,885.991/4. 


Estate Solvent 


On balance, the estate ap- 
pears to have been solvent. The 
total amount of the debt is shown 
to have been disbursed in an 1826 
filing with the court. This is still 
confusing because the Exposition 
does not show receipts and payout 
in balance. The court stated that 
the commissioners had accounted 
for land totaling 2,840 acres and 
considered that this was to be 
available for payment of shortfall. 
Tn fact, Pray seems to have made a 
formal petition to that effect. 

Pray charged a fee of eight 
percent on the inventory, equal to 
$1,646, inventory being equal to 
appraisement of $20,575. 

Final Decree—1827 


In the November court 
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term of 1827, another decree was 
made. In stating “the prayer of the 
petitioner is granted,” it also re- 
cited “sale has been made of all the 
remaining lands belonging to the 
said estate.” An accounting shows 
that four parcels were sold as fol- 
lows: a tract of 600 arpents on the 
West Pearl in Louisiana bought by 
Benjamin Singlelary for $600; a 
tract of 640 acres on the east bank 
of the Pearl at a place called the 
“Waist House”: a tract of 958 acres 
on the East Pearl, called Favre's 
Old Place; a tract of 640 acres on 
the Pearl River at Walkaya Bluff. 
The last three tracts were bought 
by Isaac Graves for a total of 
$1,740. Noel Jourdan was acting 
as auctioneer. 


A Concluding Observation: 
Favre and New Orleans 


In the listing of related 
documents on page 2 of this arti- 
cle, there is mention of a memo 
written by James Pitot, judge in 
New Orleans. It is treated here 
separately from other information 
because, unlike factual data, it in- 
vites some speculation. In particu- 
lar, it suggests Favre's relationship 
to New Orleans may have been 
more than as a resident of a 
neighboring state. It appears 
that—acting as representatives of 
Simon Favre—Pierre Caraby and 
Don Martin Pellerin, “both resi- 
dents of the Parish of New Or- 
leans,” presented a will to Judge 
Pitot. A paper with the will read, 
“T declare that this packet contain- 
ing my testament and last will that 
I deposit into the hands of 
[illegible] Narcise Broutin, my 
friend, recommending to him to 
render it public as soon as decease 
takes place. New Orleans, May 


18,1812. Simon Favre.” 

There is no doubt that 
Favre was a resident of Missis- 
sippi for many years, spending a 
career as a translator to the Choc- 
taws and that he made his home in 
Hancock County probably at least 
from the time of his marriage to 
Celeste. However, so much of his 
life and so many of his important 
events having been tied to New 
Orleans, one must wonder whether 
he wanted to be considered a New 
Orleans resident. 

In addition, several other 
items are worth consideration: 


His illegitimate son, Simon— 
said to have been born of Rosalia 
Ostein (Rebecca Austin) on Febru- 
ary 5, 1800—was baptized in New 
Orleans at St. Louis Cathedral on 
February 18, 1800. While Father 
Antonio Sedella (better known as 
Pere Antoine) listed her as a native 
of Mobile, he wrote that Favre was 
“a native of this city.” 

In the Cathedral record of 
Favre’s marriage to Celeste dated 
March 25, 1801, and officiated by 
Sedella, Favre was said to be a 
resident of Mobile. 

——Favre also named Fergus and 
Armand Duplantier, two promi- 
nent Louisianans, in his will as 
curator for his children and as ex- 
ecutor of the estate. (Later, 
Celeste and Isaac Graves were 
successful in having them re- 
moved from any official capacity 
because they were residents of 
Louisiana and therefore said to be 
unable to serve in Mississipp1.) 

He dealt in the New Orleans 
slave market, including sales to the 
notary, Narcisse Broutin, his 
“friend,” to whom the above de- 
scribed packet was entrusted. 

His obituary was published 


by a New Orleans French/English 
newspaper on July 20, 1813, 
shortly after his death on July 3, 
although it lists Mobile under 
“notes.” 

While it must be consid- 
ered that Hancock County was not 
as much a center for business and 
legal activity as New Orleans, 
there may have been other reasons 
for Favre’s preferences such as the 
politics of the time. If nothing 
more, Favre's associations with 
the prominent officials and prop- 
erty owners of Louisiana point to 
his status as someone accepted as 
a person of high rank. 


For more information on this topic and 
other Hancock County history, visit 
Russell Guerin’s blog “A Creole in 
Mississippi” at www russguerit.com. 


Lunch at the 
Toulme-Phillips House 


Last month's luncheon at 
the home of Society member Dot 
Phillips was a splendid success. 
She graciously opened her home 
to the Historical Society for its 
monthly meeting. 

The first thing which 
caught the attention of guests as 
they amived was the panoramic 
view of the Bay of St. Louis from 
the front porch of the home. As 
they entered the central entrance 
hall, they were greeted by Dot and 
Phillips family members who in- 
vited guests to wander through the 
house on impromptu tours or of- 
fered to give more guided tours 
themselves. 

The front section of the 
house is composed of the central 
hallway with two reoms on each 
side. The two on the left are bed- 
rooms, and of the two on the right, 
the front one is the formal dining 
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room, and the second one is the 
kitchen. 

The back of the hallway 
opens into a comfortable living 
room with large windows at the 
back. A spacious, L-shaped room 
with numerous windows at the back 
of the house offers additional sleep- 
ing and common areas. 

Restored antiques, which 
have been passed down through 
many generations and were dam- 
aged by Hurricane Katrina, furnish 
the home. 

The Historical Society 
wishes to thank Dot Phillips and her 
family for inviting us into her 
home. 

Lunch was served buffet 
style and catered by Michelle Nich- 
ols of Dinner-n-Things. As always, 
it was delicious! 


EO a 


Luncheon guests 
relaxing in the living room 


L.—Caterer 
Michetle Nich- 
ols serving 
lunch to Soci- 
ety member, 
Ames Ker- 
gosien 
R.—Executive 
Director 
Charles Gray 
and guests 
enjoying lunch 
on the front 
porch 
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Betty Krieger, 
2nd Vice Presi- 
dent, and Carol 
Wasielewsia, 
Secretary, chat- 
ting before tunch 
is served. 


FRANK E, EVERETT, JR. AWARD 
2000 OUTSTANDING LOCAL HISTORICAL SOCIETY 


swine 
Hancock County Historical Society 


tthe meh. 7 EE 
oe 


This photograph shows the Frank E. Everett, Jz, Award given to the Hancock 
County Historical Society as the 2009 Outstanding Local Historical Society for its 
outstanding contribution to the preservation and interpretation of 
Mississippi history. 


DAN BADER 


SPECIALIZING IN 


PAINTING & - 
PRESSURE CLEANING 


528 STATE STREET 
BAY ST. LOUIS, MS 39520 
228-466-5165 
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BOOKS FOR SALE AT 
LOBRANO HOUSE 


Bay Saint Louis: Celebranng the First 300 Years 
By the HCHS ($15.00) 
A yostalgic keepsake ofthe city’s history inchad- 
ing descriptions and pictums of many of the his- 
toric buildings and houses especially those along 
Beach Boulevard prior to Katrma 


Blusbeny Peaches, 
Red Robin Pie 
By Stella La¥iolette 
and Pau) Estiorza La Violette ($25 00) 
Ananmotated cookbook of Gulf Coast recipes 


Heritage Cookbook 
By the HCHS ($15.00) 
A collection of our members’ favorite family 
recipes 


Helly 
By PaulLa Vioktte ($2000) 
An ringuing anthobgy of tales of a tomcat living 
in abeach house on the Gulf Coast 


Karina Cookbook 
By Charlat Russall ($19 95) 
A collection of recipes by Bayou Tours 


One Dog Iwo Dogs Three Dogs, Four... 
By Paul La Vioktte ($2000) 
Twice told tales of'severaldogs living na beach 
house on the Gulf'Coast 


Scrapbook of Traasured Manories 
By Connie Heitanam and Betty Stechnan 
($20.0) 


4 book of at, photogmphy, and reminiscence of 
the Galf Coast 


Sink or Bs Simk 
By Paul La Vioktte ($30.00) 
A recounting of the naval battk m the Mississippi 
Sound eae eng of New Orleans in 


Vintage Photography of Hancock County 
B 


iy 
Lexi Gordbn 
($15.00 per photograph) 

‘These photographs come from the vast photo- 
graphic collection of the Histerieal Society. Each 
photograph kas been wstoved and matted by beal 

artist Lori Gordon. 


West Side Stories 
Befors, Durng and After on Mississippi's 
West Coast 
Photographs and Conmentaryby 
Vicki Niolet and Betty Stechrrarm ($28.00) 
4 Pictorial of our bores and counmumities in Pass 
Christian, Bay st. Louis, Waveland, Lakeshow, 
and Clentent Harbor 


A Wate Egnst a2 the Shailows 
By Paul La Vioktte (£2000) 

“His stories revealthe arbiance and wonder of 
coastal livmg, whik at the same time showing the 
sometires slow, soretirres catastrophic physical 

and social changes taking place m the coastal 
regions.” 

PLEASE ADD$3.00 SHIPPING FOR THE 

FIRST BOOK ($120 EACH ADDITIONAL 

BOOK)ON MAIL ORDERS, 
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: 3 Bea Conic: 
flax @ matchpoint @ mosaic Sakis € 


arcopedico shoes 


126 Main St., Bay St. Louis (inside maggie may’s) 
228-463-1670 @ Open 10-6 7 days a week 


| “a 
ForbD REALTY, INC. : 
Established 1949 
Residential - Timber Land - Commercial « Developers 


P.O. Box 418 - 1604 Memorial Blvd. - Picayune, MS 39466 
Office (601) 798-6202 - Fax (601) 799-0202 
Out of State 1-(800)-354-PORD (3673) - www. fordrlty.com 


Glen “Cubby” Ford Home Phone 
Owner, Broker (601) 798-360} 


BAY BOOKS 131 MAIN ST. 
BAY SAINT LOUIS, MS. 


AUTHOR EVENTS 


Second Saturday, June 12 from5—7 P.M. 
Neil White will sign his book, Antiques, Art, anc specialties 


in the Sanctuary of Quécasis, Catiques, Cnt, and Spectatties 


Tuesday, June 22, at noon at the 
Bay St Louis Library 
Minrose Gwin will sign her book 
The Queen of Palzyra 


. "the most powerful novel about racy vactsnt, and dental strce 
To Killa Mockingbird” 


112 SOUTH SECOND STREET OLD TOWN BAYST. LOUIS 


Saturday, June 26, at 2:00 P. M. Steve B. Treutel 
Fran McNabb will sign her book Financial Advisor 
On the Crest ofa Wave 375 Courthouse Road 


An historical romance set on Ship Island and the Gulf Gulfport. MS 39507 how ft 
Coast in the last days of the Civil War 228-896-6461 + 800-847-6002 " 
278-483.2688 drwestmect pnd insurance Products: > AIT FDIC incered > NO Bank Seocnetee > MAT Lose Vales 


Tues. through Sun. 1000 A. M.—5:30 P.M. Welts Fargo Advisors, LLC, Member SIPC, is a registered broker-dealer and a separate non- 


i bank affitiate of Wells Fargo & Company, 
biscicsh prescribe tangas ©2008 WeRs Fargo Advisors, LC. Al rights reserved. 0408-1260 [7424-1] 
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Also Séé: 


4. The Ladner Odyseey — Early MS Coast Families 

2. The Favre Family 

3.My Ancestors & Kin — in charts — Saucier, Carvin, 
Bougéols, etc. 

4. Rochon & Related Families 
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